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ANNEX 4
Relevant partners involved in the preparation of the cooperation programme

Participants of the preparation of the Programme: 
1. National Authorities participating in the JPC:

· Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development of the Republic of Latvia;

· Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Lithuania. 

2. In addition, representatives of other national authorities or regional representatives were nominated by responsible authorities to participate in the JPC. Those organisations were:
· in Latvia: representatives from Kurzeme Planning Region, Zemgale Planning Region, Latgale Planning Region;

· in Lithuania: representatives from the Association of Local Authorities in Lithuania and Šiauliai, Panevėžys, Telšiai, Klaipėda and Utena Regional Development Councils. 

3. A wide partnership (more than 150 representatives) participated in thematic seminars and regional meetings in both Member States representing governmental, NGO`s, social and economic partners, including beneficiaries of the 2007–2013 Programme's projects and organizations new to this cooperation. The partners discussed the needs and challenges in the Programme regions and defined the topics relevant for cross border cooperation in the Programme area.

4. Consultations were held with the NGO umbrella organisation – association "Latvia–Lithuania Forum" in the form of the joint event in the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania. During the forum, discussions on the priorities of Programme were held and their results were used when preparing the Programme document. The association "Latvia–Lithuania Forum" was established with an aim to activate cooperation between Latvia and Lithuania in the fields of economics, education, culture, science, entrepreneurship, tourism and politics.

5. An online survey was developed for national, local and regional organisations and NGOs dealing with social care issues. The survey was responded to by 33 social organisations from Latvia and Lithuania. 

6. In addition, a wide public consultations were carried out in Latvia and Lithuania from April to May 2014, including thematic consultations with ministries dealing with objectives chosen by the Programme. In Latvia, a public hearing was organized on 30 April 2014 by involving different stakeholders in an overall discussion about the Programme draft and Strategic environmental impact assessment report. During the national approval procedure and before the submission of the Programme draft document to the Latvian government, all Latvian line ministries, as well as such social economic partners as the Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments and the Latvian Large Cities Association expressed their opinion. 

7. Ex-ante evaluators. 

8. Joint Technical Secretariat of the 2007–2013 Programme. 
More information on the involvement of partners is included in section 5.6. "Involvement of Partners" of the Programme. 
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